
ST. MARK TIMES 

December 2017 Newsletter 

A Message from  Mr. Clemens 

Please remember to keep the evening of Thursday, December 7th 

open.  Students from grades 5 through 8 will be performing in our school 

play, “Beauty and the Beast, Jr” in the auditorium at Kenmore Middle 

School located at 155 Delaware Road in Kenmore.  Performances will be at 

5:00pm and 7:30pm.  Be our guest!! 

The 15th week of school concludes on December 15th.  The 15th Week    

Progress Reports will be distributed to students on Wednesday, December 

20th.  Please review your child’s progress report carefully.  If your child is 

doing well, encourage him or her to continue their positive efforts in 

school.  If their progress in school is not what you expect, encourage your 

child to spend more time studying. Please remind your child that homework 

is extremely important and the expectation is that it is completed on time 

and turned in to the teacher. 

December is a very busy month at St. Mark’s.  Please review the “Dates to 

Remember” handout that was sent home with students and review the     

calendar on our Website.  There are a number of school activities taking 

place. 

It is hoped that all members of the St. Mark School Community have a   

joyous Christmas and find peace and happiness in the New Year. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER FOR DECEMBER 2017 

 

Nov. 30th & December 1st - Book Fair– Organized by HSA                                   

 

Thursday, December 7th – SCHOOL PLAY – Beauty & the Beast 

Kenmore Middle School Auditorium - Shows at 5:00pm & 7:30pm.   

Families of all grades levels are invited to attend!! 

 

Friday, December 8th - School Mass at 8:15am – Organized by Grade 2 

 

Thursday, December 14th - Christmas Concert (K-4 Chorus, Band, Strings)  

 6:30pm at Canisius High School -  

 Families of all grade levels are invited to attend. 

 

Friday, December 15th - End of the 15th Week of School 

 

Saturday, December 16th - Mistletoe Dance Organized by HSA –  

 St. Mark Gymnasium -  Grades 3-5 – 5:30 – 7:30pm &             

     Grades 6-8 - 8:00 – 10:00pm 

 

Monday, December 18th - School Mass at 8:15am - Organized by Grade 1 

    Santa’s Workshop 

 

Thursday, December 21st - LAST DAY OF CLASSES 

  

December 22nd – January 1st - Christmas Break – We hope everyone has a wonderful and joy-

ous Christmas!! ** Classes Resume 1/2/18**  



News from the Classroom 

Kindergarten 

 

It is great to be together again after Thanksgiving break! 

This month we will be focusing on the new Church season 

of Advent. Advent is a time in which we prepare our hearts 

for and look forward to the celebration of Christmas, the 

commemoration of Jesus’ birth. Please look for your child's 

special Advent wreath to come home the week of December 

18th.  

Please continue to work on letter identification, letter 

sounds, and sight word recognition over Christmas 

break.  We will be sending home a note regarding sight 

word assessments after the holiday. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all of our  

wonderful SMK families! 

Grade 1  

 

We hope everyone had a blessed Thanksgiving with their fami-

lies and enjoyed our break!  We are so thankful for our students 

that we share each day with! 

 

As we continue on into December, we are working hard!  In 

Math our focus is adding more than 2 addends and using  

multiple strategies to do so. In Reading, we are working on  

using the comprehension strategies that we are learning each 

week to understand the texts we read.  Our students are asked to 

identify and find evidence or support to complete  

graphic organizers and/or answer questions.  They are doing a 

great job!  In Science and Social Studies we are continuing our 

lessons on Government and United States symbols as well as 

Weather.  We hope all of our students have a  Merry Christmas 

and happy and healthy new year! 

Lion  

Store 

1st Grade 

Writing 



Grade 3  

 

We are so proud of how hard working the 3rd graders have been! 

2nd quarter is in full swing and we have a lot of exciting things 

coming up. 

 

In Math we are in Module 3, focusing on multiplication and  

division strategies, such as distributive property, finding the  

unknowns, related facts, etc. Please continue to get 

in www.IXL.com to practice what we are learning!! 

 

In Reading, we are going to be finishing Unit 2 before Christmas. Students have been  

practicing skills such as Story Structure, Text and Graphic Features, Summarizing, and 

Main Idea and Details just to name a few. We are continuing to answer short answers from 

the text with text evidence. This is a very important skill for the students to know how to 

do. Please continue to get on Reading A to Z to practice at home! 
 

In ELA, we are working on Responding to Literature and we will be starting our Author 

Study. Mrs. Strohmenger's class is studying Kevin Henkes and Miss Mosher's class is  

studying Chris Van Allsburg.  

 

In Religion, we are in Unit 2 and talking about God being all 

around us. We will also focus on Advent activities.  

 

In Science, the students are learning about Energy, and in Social 

Studies they are learning about the events leading up to the   

        Grade 4 

  

We can hardly believe that December is already here!  The fourth graders did an excellent 

job leading the Mass that we were responsible for in November.  We will be responsible 

for another Mass in the Spring. In the classroom, students have been busy mastering the 

art of long division.  Students are demonstrating the ability to independently solve and 

check problems with multi-digit dividends.  They continue to see first hand, the  

importance of mastering their multiplication and division facts.   

 

As we prepare for Advent, students have been asked to consider what they can do to give 

of themselves.  In keeping with this, we were very excited to have a guest speaker, Mark 

Fenz, join one of our fourth grade Religion classes.  Mr. Fenz  is an educator from Erie 

County that comes to classrooms to foster cohesiveness and teamwork among  

classmates.  Mr. Fenz does an excellent job engaging students and leads discussions about 

how our daily actions in school affect others.  He will be visiting us again in the upcoming 

months.  Parents, please ask your child about lessons learned from these special Religion 

classes.   

We are eagerly  awaiting the 4th grade Social Studies tradition: the New York Native 

American Project! Look for these creative projects in January. 

              3rd Grade Writing 

http://www.ixl.com/


Grade 5 

 

5th graders have been working 

hard!  In ELA, we've been reading 

closely to make inferences and  

determine the main idea.  Students 

are cooperating in small groups and 

pairs!  Math has got us using many 

strategies as we've begun to multiply 

and divide decimals.   

We are looking forward to  

celebrating the Advent season by 

preparing our hearts and completing 

random acts of kindness.  We will 

also go on 2 field trips during the 

Advent season! 

Grade 6 

 

 

ELA-6th grader’s just completed Unit 1 in the Journey’s Curriculum and will now move 

onto Unit 2 in which they will focus on finding an author’s voice. In writing, we finished 

up our Narrative Writing unit and have now begun Persuasive Writing and will continue to 

work on persuasive pieces into the new year. Literature Circles continue with Hatchet. 

They will begin a new novel after the New Year.  

  

Math- students continue to work on ratio concepts. They are now learning how to take 

everything they have learned about ratios and rate and apply it to the study of percents.  

  

Religion- students continue their study of the Old Testament by learning about God’s Cho-

sen People. Students are also learning about the many symbols of advent and will be creat-

ing a 6th grade Jesse tree.  

 

Social Studies- We are finishing up our Inquiry “Was the Development of Agriculture 

Good for Humans?” with our Public Service Announcement projects. Next, we will be fin-

ishing up River Valley Civilizations before moving into our study of World Religions. 

 

Science- We are in the middle of our Rocks and Minerals Unit. We just finished up an in-

depth study of the properties of minerals, using both text and labs. We will finish up our 

Unit by studying the Rock Cycle and the different types of rocks.  

5th Grade  

Reading Clubs 



Grades 7 & 8 

Social Studies  

 

The 8th Grade had been busy working on the Industrial 

Revolution Era in Social Studies. The Gilded Age is 

being discussed along with how it relates to the world 

today. Many news topics have been discussed in class 

as well. The children are eager to discuss modern day 

issues and how we can effect change. I am proud of 

their insight and wisdom. 

I wish you all a very blessed Christmas and New Year 

ahead. 

Peace and Joy 

Mrs. Leckey 

 

 

The 7th grade has been busy discovering the cause and 

effect of the Revolutionary War. We have been  

discussing issues that can be reflected in today's  

society that were relevant in that time period. We will 

be moving along to the creation of our government and 

how the the systems were created and why.  

I wish you all a very blessed Christmas and New Year 

ahead. 

Peace and Joy 

Mrs. Leckey 

        

    Math  

 

In 7th grade we just finished Chapter 4 working with fractions.  We will be starting 

Chapter 5 working with expressions and equations. 

 

In 8th grade we have been working on Chapter 4 graphing lines and working with 

slope.  We will be continuing graphing lines as well as solving systems of equations.  

Hope everyone has a wonderful holiday season! 

 

Mrs. Dzimian 

8th Grade Stained 

Glass Math Project 



                English Language Arts 

 

Seventh grade ELA students are finishing up 

their novel study of A Long Walk Water and 

eighth graders just finished reading Inside 

Out & Back Again. While reading both texts, 

we discussed character development and 

tracked the development of thematic  

concepts and symbolism throughout the text. 

Students also produced multiple text-based 

responses of various lengths. In addition to 

reading the novels, students read several  

supplementary nonfiction texts about the 

conflicts in Sudan and Vietnam as well as 

accounts of other refugees' experiences. We 

will be wrapping up the seventh grade unit 

with a final essay accompanied by a story-

board illustration. Eighth graders will be  

creating a theme they feel applies to the  

universal refugee experience and writing an 

essay that discusses how the theme applies to 

the main character in Inside Out & Back 

Again as well as another refugee experience 

they find in their research. These will be  

accompanied by a creative representation of 

their theme (poem, collage, artwork, etc.).  

 

A highlight of November was listening to a 

representative from Journey's End Refugee 

Services come speak with the junior high 

students about the work they do in Buffalo. 

Students asked insightful questions inspired 

by their class texts and were able to donate a 

check for over $800 they raised from a coin 

drive! 

                7th Grade Life Science 

 

Our students have been discovering the 

world of microscopy! They have been 

introduced to the parts and pieces of the 

microscope and how to properly use a 

microscope.  They enjoyed exploring 

the characteristics of living things 

through hands on activities and we will 

continue that theme as we start making 

our own slides to use with the micro-

scopes. 

 

Just a reminder, I post a daily recap of 

our class day to google classroom and 

any information  

students may need if they were not in 

school including supporting materials if 

possible.  The 7th grade typically has 

an assessment each Wednesday and the 

8th grade on Thursday.  I send the grad-

ed assessment home for a parent signa-

ture to earn additional points. However, 

I have instituted a policy that after 2 

day students will lose points without a 

parent signature.   

                                      8th Grade Physical Science 

 

Our students have just finished up learning about physical and chemical properties and  

changes.  States of matter have been discussed and explored.  We are experimenting with 

Charles and Boyle's Laws and providing some hands on experiences to reinforce the concepts.  

 

Just a reminder, I post a daily recap of our class day to google classroom and any information 

students may need if they were not in school including supporting materials if possible.  The 

7th grade typically has an assessment each Wednesday and the 8th grade on Thursday.  I send 

the graded assessment home for a parent signature to earn additional points. However, I have 

instituted a policy that after 2 day students will lose points without a parent signature.   



Library 

 

The library books continue to visit homes of SMK students each 

week!  So far most are continuing to come back in a timely  

manner!  The students expressed great jubilance over some of our 

new additions. 

Grades K-1 have listened to many books about fall, things that 

grow and what makes them unique! They have also completing 

several fall plant life cycles sequencing activities.  Grades 2 and 3 

have been concentrating on reinforcing classroom skills such as 

compare and contrast and story elements.  We have also explored 

external and internal character traits in grade 3, and have begun 

our second novel, as I read these students are accumulating text, 

envisioning the story and making great inferences! Grade 4, just 

finished up Presidential research while grades 5 and 6 are  

enriching ELA skills from their classrooms using 

www.quizlet.com.   For the month of December in all grades, we 

will learn and recall facts about Advent and its symbols and what 

Special 

Area 

Features 

Spanish  

¡Feliz diciembre, padres! November passed pretty quickly in la clase de español! Our eighth 

graders have been doing an excellent job keeping up with all of the new grammar they've 

been learning. For this unit, we've dove into conjugating regular and stem-changing present 

tense verbs. Our seventh graders are having a lot of fun with Esperanza Rising by Pam 

Muñoz Ryan, a heartbreaking story about a young Mexican girl who escapes tragedy in her 

home country to start a new life in America during the Great  Depression. We've completed 

storyboards of our favorite scenes, and learned how to craft creative six-word summaries. 

Our sixth graders, having just finished up their first unit on time, weather, and the seasons, 

are about to jump into a unit on family members, adjectives, and ser conjugations. Our 

fourth and fifth graders celebrated El Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) with me and 

participated in my annual Sugar Skull Coloring Competition! Fifth grade just finished a unit 

on wild animals, and fourth grade is just starting a unit on clothing and colors. 

          Music 

 

This month most of our older students will be finishing up their work with the Keyboards 

and percussion.  I believe everyone has enjoyed working with the Keyboards.   Shortly 8th 

graders will begin working on Djembes, or African hand drums.   

 

Also, this December in our K-4 students are focusing on the birth of our Lord.  Christmas is 

coming the goose is getting fat, and our Christmas concert is almost here!  I look forward to 

seeing you at our new venue! Thank you and Merry Christmas. 



Hello St Mark Families, 

  

I hope all of you had a Happy  

Thanksgiving ! 

 

This month we are beginning basketball 

through all grades. The primary grades are 

learning the very basics of the game. We are 

learning the lines on the court, how to pass, 

dribble, and are shooting some small foam 

basketballs on 7 foot rims as to work on 

proper form. All of the kids are having a 

great time and we have begun playing a  

simulated game that is teaching the students 

where to go and how to play a game by  

using the skills we have learned and some 

hula hoops. Each day is a new drill or  

activity that really gets the kids moving 

while using basketball skills. I think it is 

never too early to introduce them to such a 

great game! 

     The upper grades are also learning  

basketball rules and skills. I really focus on 

the fundamentals of the game since it seems 

like all kids want to do these days is shoot 

threes and dunk like the NBA players they 

watch on t.v. I have developed games and 

activities that making learning the  

fundamentals of the game like shooting, 

dribbling, passing, rebounding, and defense 

fun! I have enjoyed reffing the games that 

we play and can 

see the  

improvement 

each and every 

week. 

Phys Ed 

Technology 

 

First of all I’d like to thank the parents, 

faculty and staff who attended our  

Technology Committee meeting.  Many 

important topics are open for  

discussion.  If you are interested in  

participating, it’s not too late.  Our next 

meeting will be in early 2018. 

 

The week of 12/4-12/10 is computer  

science education week.  Schools and  

organizations around the world are  

committing to provide an hour of code to 

their students.  While Saint Mark School 

provides coding in our curriculum year-

round, we do focus on programming this 

week.  Families can explore activities at 

code.org.   

 

Fourth graders have begun a unit on  

computer aided design.  Students use  

Tinkercad to create a object suitable for 

3D printing.  The children's creations will 

be on display at the conclusion of the 

unit.   

 

The technology department is always 

blessed to have the help of parents and  

students to assist with our projects. I’d like 

to recognize Dan Summers and his son 

Brenden (a seventh grader) who helped 

diagnose and set up 20 laptops for our  

program.  If you are a parent with a 

 technology background and would like to 

participate, please contact me at  

bbrennan@saintmarkschool.com. 



Reading AIS Newsletter 

 

Hello! It has been a wonderful first quarter working with your children 

and I am so thrilled to be seeing the growth and development in the  

students' reading skills. Among many other things in kindergarten and 

first grade, we are working on developing phonemic awareness by playing rhyming and 

blending games. These are fun and can be played at home as well. Stretch out the sounds 

in a word and have your child tell you the word they made and vice versa. For example, 

stretch out  the sounds for p-i-n, then have the student tell you the word. We are also  

building sight word fluency, and working on word identification  

strategies. In 2nd and 3rd grade, we are working on building our comprehension strategy 

"tool-belt". We are learning to use making connections, visualizing, making inferences, 

questioning, predicting, and summarizing as strategies while we read to deeper  

comprehend the text. In 4th through 6th grade, the students are working on skills helping 

them to thinking more critically about the text. We are annotating while we read and  

answering text based questions. WE are working on identifying the types of questions 

asked to help us answer them properly. I am so proud of the students, as they have been 

working extremely hard to strengthen their literacy skills. I wish you all a Merry Christmas 

and a blessed 2018.  

          Math AIS 

 

I am loving working with the variety of grade 

levels in small groups. In the 30 minutes that I 

generally see the students we work on skills 

which reinforce the lessons being taught in the classroom. The web-

site  www.mathplayground.com is free and has a variety of games at many grade levels. 

Some are fun to play and actually reinforce math skills.  

 

The second graders are working to develop fluency with addition and subtraction facts, have 

practiced place values of ones, tens, and hundreds, and have just begun to add 2 digit  

numbers with and without regrouping. Third grade has practiced telling time and figuring out 

elapsed time. We review addition and subtraction skills and skip counting, and have begun to 

work on multiplication facts. They should be able to tell you that 3 x 5 = 15, and given the 

equation 3 x g = 15, they can determine that g = 5. 

 

Fourth and fifth grades are both deep into division. Fluency in multiplication facts is  

essential in being able to divide successfully. Fourth grade is dividing a 1 digit number into 

2, 3, and 4 digit numbers while fifth grade is dividing by 2 digits with whole numbers and 

decimal numbers. Both grades are also working on  multi-step word problems. 

 

Most of my time with the sixth grade is spent in the room with them during their math class. 

I assist them in finding and fixing the mistakes they made in the homework as they are  

correcting their assignments and give additional guidance as the students practice the new 

skills that they are working on. The website www.khanacademy.com (also free) has excellent 

videos and practice sets to help reinforce what was taught in class, 

 

http://www.mathplayground.com/
http://www.khanacademy.com/

